dortraits In red




Solo
35-45 minutes

Portraits in red
investigates and
explores the idea of
the dominant
standard of beauty
and puts in question
the image of the
body.

The dominance of the
European and US
beauty and fashion
industries’
capitalization and
globalization of a
homogenized
standard of beauty is
the springboard for
the work’s research.



Being born into a bi-
cultural home (Kenya/
USA) and having lived
on three continents
(Africa, North America
and Europe), Wanjiru
Kamuyu continues to be
intrigued by each
society’'s general
relationship to the
notion of beauty and the
provocation that arise
around the image of the
body.

Based on the 2013
reconstruction of a 2005
solo, Spiral, she decided
to revisit the idea in
collaboration with the
artistic expertise of
choreographer and
dramaturge Robyn Orlin.

Her intrigue with the
notion and definition of
beauty coupled with the
historical and current
pervasive objectification

and exotification of the
human body, particularly
female, serve as the
points of inquiry into the
work.

Portraits in red examines
conflicting ideas, issues
and challenges identified
with the politics of the
body such as dominance,
oppression, assimilation,
objectification and
exotification.

This is propelled by an
engrained need to adapt
and assimilate into a
Western culturally,
racially and socially
biased mold of what
connotes beauty.

Portraits in red is a
universal narrative that is
bold, brave and un-
compromising in its
mission.

-



"Kenyan Wanjiru
Kamuyu, with an
already forged
international career,
including the USA,
attracted a small public
triumph, in a Spiral of a
solo, stirring a gigantic
piece of fabric at times
like a prosthetic
attached to her own
hair, to the straps of her
dress, to her partial
nudity, in a grand
sequence of meta-
morphic tenacity, sacral
and very well inhabited.

This power of soloist
conviction well echoes
the festival's opening by
Germaine Acogny

in Mon Elue

Noire choreographed by
Olivier Dubois.”

Gerard Mayen,
Danse Canal Historique, April 2017



All photos © Stéphane Chouan

Tour information

Duration: 35-45 minutes, depending on
the performance space

Tour crew: 1 performer, 1 light designer,
1 tour manager

Logistics:

- Return travels for 2 PAX (Paris) and 1
PAX (Montpellier). 1 extra luggage for
the costume.

+ Accommodation (1 double-, 1 single
room with breakfast)

+ Perdiems

+ Royalties choreography & music

Info:
https://caminaktion.eu/en/portraits/

Bookings
camin aktion Camin
Dirk Korell aktion

contact@caminaktion.eu
+33-68 543 5567
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